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identity construction in a digitally extended world
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“The overwhelming feelings of crisis (in education), of
living at the crossroads’, ...have little to do with the
faults, errors or negligence of the professional
pedagogues or the failures of educational theory, but
|te a lot to do with the ae- regulatlr“p and privetation
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ensuring fragmentation of life... Beyond all this slicing
and spicing, one can sense the crumbling of time.
(Crisis) plays havoc with all the rules ... the fragmentary
life is lived in fragmentary time.

Zygmunt Bauman, The Individualized Society, 2001



“[...] Most research on identity question the
past or the present ( "Where are you from?"

and "Who ¢ "‘"‘ -I‘t )y 2cern with
identity is a I.,JJC,J _r/ to the
invention of self. Ordinary dreams prepare
the future, including the immeaiate future.

The self-concept Is an instrument of action
and change.”
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“Every relationship. . . implies a definition of self by others
and other by self. . . A person's '‘own' identity can never

be completely abstracted from his identity-for-others.

Ronald Laing, Self and Others, 1961




“If | am |, simply because | am |, and thou art thou simply
because thou art thou, then | am | and thou art thou. But
if | am | because thou art thou, and thou art thou because

| am |, then | am not | and thou art not thou.”

Rabbi Mendel of Kotsk (quoted in Ethos and |dentity, Epstein, 1878)
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“[dentity Is a historical process which, after a
transition phase where it was directed from
above by the State, has fully emerged at the
Individual level from less than half a century
as self-invention.”
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“Self identity is not a set of traits or
o- I L Noders A observable characteristics.

It iS a person's own reflexive
understanding of their biography. Self-
identity has continuity, but that continuity
IS only a product of the person's reflexive
peliefs about their own biography.

It explains the past and is oriented
towards anticipated future.

I
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Adapted from Fred Cavazza:_http://www.fredcavazza.net/index.php?2006/10/22/1310-quest-ce-que-lindente-numerique




Whnat are the proplems witn
dentity technologles?
dentity technologles?




Where is the identity we have
lost in digital identity?
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http://www.privacyrights.org/ar/ChronDataBreaches.htm
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personal information silos

hosted in information silos (ePortfolio platforms)
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personal information silos
hosted in information silos (ePortfolio platforms)

managed by fragmented institutional silos



10 ePortfolio challenges

2009
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Free personal data!



Whnile the centre of grathy Of

information syst
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from organisations
naiviauals. ..
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While the centre of gravity of
Nformation systems IS moving
from organisations towards
ndividuals. ..

Yet, we can observe an increasing
fragmentation of personal data
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We are not in control on
NOW OUr personal data Is
being used










Enslaved personal data
affects our apility to
freely construct our

dentity
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Meaningful anonymous
nteraction



PIrOSPEects can stay
anonymous wnile their
needs are visible



ITne / Rules of the [0S



Personnal control
Discoverability

Instant Social
Networking

Ubiquity
Symmetry
Minimisation

Accountability



he Power of the SE"]H"[iC WEb

o Transtorm Your Business

David Siegel

Data will become findable. Already we are
seeing the emergence of the Open Web,
where information lives online and can be
found easily. There will be central
repositories and central hubs that link
iInformation together. This is called “linked
data in the cloud” and is the next trans-
formation after services and software go
online (see linkeddata.org).




New manifesto

0/:.0s105.0,:.0/.0s.0s
AAA A

The Internet of Subjects Manifesto

The influx of digital technologies in our lives is leading to an ever-increasing flow of personal data circulating
over the Internet. The current difficulties experienced in personal data management, such as trust and privacy
are the revealing symptoms of a growing contradiction between an architecture that was primarily designed
manage documents, with the growing expectations of individuals to have a more person-centric web. This
contradiction will not be resolved by adding a simple patch to the current architecture; but a second order o
change similar to a Copernican revolution, is required to move from a document-centric to a person-centric
Internet, to create the conditions for a more balanced and mature relationship between individuals and
organisations.

The cbjective of the Manifesto is to explore why and how we can move from an Internet of Things to an Internet
of Subjects tailored to the needs of emancipated, self-conscious individuals.

1. Why today’s fragmented digital identity is an obstacle to
unleash the full potential of individuals, communities,
organisations and businesses?

1.1. Current Internet architecture leads to a fragmented identity
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identity

Mmagine a network made up of personal data stores, where

data and personal information systems

representing individuals are at the very centre of the

architecture. Imagine a situation wnere online connections

to peop
than bel
a scena

e, services, and to documents are seamless, rather
ng fragmented over a number of services. Imagine

0 where personal identities are securely held in

one logical space and shared dynamically across a number
of communities.
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LiIfelong learning

_Ifelong & life wide learning portrolios
nformal learning recognition




Healthcare

Sharing and augmenting personal health records
Creating an AA group
Analysys of buying patterns
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BUSINess

Create instantly a competitor to Facepook
Get competitive business offers
Vendor Relationship Management
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Violent Agreement Breaks Out at oS Forum

The plenary presantations wane made b
PACEA (read inlenew) and Paul T




DIASPORA®




°| find television very educational.
Every time someone switches it
on | go into another room and
read a good book.” Groucho Marx

Groucho Marx
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